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Association with the samurai seems to have instill-
ed a sort of pride. Thereafter every effort was
made to separate the geisha from any association
with prostitution. If by some chance a young
lady were improper, she was disgraced and driven
from her house, and if the house owner had been
a party to the affair, his house was taken from him.
The disgraced geisha's kimono were confiscated and
hung on display at the centre of the geisha quarter
for all to see. At this time the geisha of the Yoshi-
wara were the proudest, most proper, and highest
rated of them all. It wasn't until around 1870 that
Shimbashi and Yanagibashi came to be ranked as
the best and the prestige of the Yoshiwara declined*
By the end of the Meiji era, Shimbashi led all
the rest. **It was in 1890 that Shimbashi and
Yanagiwara first changed their registry offices into
geisha guilds which are organizations of! geisha
house owners. One member is designated as
guild head each year, A central office to which
all calls come from the various patrons is also
maintained by each guild. By 1903 all the geisha
districts in Japan had followed suit. There is also
a central union of geisha guilds in Japan/* explain?*
ed MX. Kubo.
At this point i& the conversation Mr. Kubo
was interrupted for the third time by a telephone